
Design at Stanford:
A visual history of thinking and doing

researched, written, illustrated and designed 
by Steven McCarthy

© Steven McCarthy 2019

For publishing inquiries: smccarthy@umn.edu



4

D
es

ig
n

 a
t 

St
an

fo
rd

D
es

ig
n

 a
t 

St
an

fo
rd

5

D
es

ig
n

 a
t 

St
an

fo
rd



program chronology

015	THE FOUNDATIONS, 1949–1957

023	THE JOINT BEGINNING, 1958–1967

033	THE MATURE STATE, 1968–1979

043	A TIME OF CHANGE, THE 1980s

057	 “THE ART THREAT,” 1990–1992

063	A TIPPING POINT, 1993–1998

069	THE SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 1999–2004

077	THE D.SCHOOL BEGINS, 2005–2009

085	THE POST-KAHN ERA, 2009–2016

093	THE END, THE FUTURE, 2017–

selected alumni 

222 DENNIS BOYLE

226 HSIAO-YUN CHU

230 GABRIELLE GUTHRIE

234 BILL HILL

238 STEVEN HOLT

244 CLAIRE KAHN

248 JERRY MANOCK

alumni memories and insights throughout chronology

a lesser known history 

102 CHARLES BIGELOW & 

DIGITAL TYPOGRAPHY

front & back matter 

008 FOREWORD

011 PREFACE

252 COLOPHON

faculty profiles

112 JIM ADAMS*

122 JOHN ARNOLD

126 BILL BOWMAN

132 BILL BURNETT

138 ROLF FASTE

150 MATT KAHN

158 DAVID KELLEY

166 LARRY LEIFER

172 GREG LYNCH

178 BOB McKIM*

188 JAN MOLENCAMP

193 BERNIE ROTH

side stories

198 AMBIDEXTROUS

204 THE IMAGINARIUM

208 ESALEN INSTITUTE

212 LIU MEMORIAL LECTURES

216 STANFORD CONFERENCE ON DESIGN

D
es

ig
n

 a
t 

St
an

fo
rd

D
es

ig
n

 a
t 

St
an

fo
rd

*including book review


